
Acrylic
Techniques

Blend wet acrylic paint 
into wet paint to create 
smooth gradients, soft 
skies, water and seamless 
colour transitions.

Wet-on-Wet 
Blending

Build tone, texture and 
depth using layered 
intersecting brush marks 
with acrylic paint.

Crosshatching

Lightly drag a dry brush 
over paint to create 
broken colour, soft texture 
and atmospheric effects.

Scumbling

Create natural textures 
and organic patterns 
using a sponge, ideal for 
foliage, clouds and stone.

Sponging

Use everyday objects 
to create repeated 
patterns, textures and 
decorative surface 
effects.

Stamping

Blend over dry paint 
for controlled shading, 
soft transitions and 
transparent colour 
layers.

Wet-on-Dry 
Blending

Use minimal paint to 
create textured marks, 
highlights and natural 
surface effects.

Dry Brush

Protect areas of your 
painting to achieve crisp 
edges, clean shapes and 
preserved highlights.

Masking

Scrape wet acrylic paint 
to reveal layers and 
create bold texture and 
expressive marks.

Colour 
Scraping

Build clean patterns, 
shapes and decorative 
details using acrylic 
paint and stencils.

Stencilling

Add energy, movement 
and texture with 
controlled acrylic paint 
splashes.

Splattering

Apply acrylic paint 
with a palette knife 
to create bold texture 
and expressive mark 
making.

Palette Knife 
Painting

Combine acrylic paint 
with collage to add 
texture, depth and 
mixed media interest.

Collage

Apply transparent layers 
of acrylic paint to build 
depth, richness and 
luminous colour.

Glazing

Build tone, texture and 
detail using repeated 
dots of acrylic paint.

Stippling

Dilute acrylic paint 
to create soft washes 
and transparent 
watercolour-style 
effects.

Watercolour 
Effect

Build successive layers 
of acrylic paint to 
create richer colour, 
depth and detail.

Layering

Scratch into wet 
acrylic paint to reveal 
underlying layers and 
create textured lines.

Sgraffito

Apply thick acrylic 
paint to create bold 
texture, visible brush 
marks and expressive 
surfaces.

Impasto

Find more free to download content online!                  specialistcrafts.com/creative-corner


